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Introduction
• Going Mobile – ZL On the air and SOTA, an overview?

• SOTA – a little deeper

• ZL On The Air – a little deeper

• Alerts and Spotting - apps, Facebook and websites

• Frequencies, Websites and Facebook

• What’s next, 

• Conference



Going Mobile – how?
•SOTA – Summits on the Air
•Lakes on the air
•Parks on the air
•Huts on air
•Islands on the air
•Lighthouses on the air

Why ?



ZL on the air
• Lakes

•WWFF Parks, POTA Parks 
and Reserves

• Islands

• Lighthouses

•Huts

Award Program
• Activator Awards

• Chaser Awards



Lakes on the Air 
(Includes Lagoons)

1554 Lakes



Huts on the Air
1095 Huts in NZ



Parks on the Air
3 Park Groups

14475 Parks in NZ 

WWFF – World Wide Flora and Fauna in 
Amateurs Radio – 233 Parks
Make Nature your Shack

POTA – Parks on the Air- 606 Parks

New Zealand Parks and Reserves



Lighthouses 
on the Air
101 Lighthouses



Islands on the Air
1295 Islands



QRP Award



Summits on the Air
5226 Summits

Award Program
• Activator Awards

• Chaser Awards

Tables
• Activator table

• Chaser table

• Summit to Summit table

• Unique summits

• Many Other tables



Summits on the Air
• SOTA is the true test of "can I communicate with others with no 

prepared infrastructure" - handy if you are into disaster comms.

• SOTA is the ultimate in outdoor radio - it often involves hiking up 
hills and mountains

• SOTA is great for fitness – the summits usually involve some sort 
of climb

• SOTA has the best (and worst) shacks – with spectacular views

• Comradery



Summits on 
the Air

• Summits must meet 
certain geological 
characteristics

• Points value - 1 to 10

• Some take days to access

• Some you can drive to

• Quite often in a park



SOTA - Activators
• Those who go to the summits and 

operate a portable station.  

• To activate you need a minimum of 4 
contacts.  

• A summit can only be activated once 
every calendar year

• Summits have points values based on 
elevation



SOTA - Chasers

• A Chaser responds to an 
activators CQ

• A Chaser can chase the same  
summit every 24 hours

• A chaser can be in the shack or 
on another summit













Alerts and Spots
Alert

• Alerts are telling others you are 

going out in the outdoors

• Use Apps, Websites, Facebook and 

email

• Date, time, location, frequency 

and mode

Spot

• Spots are telling others you are 

about to activate or advising 

others that someone else is 

activating

• Sometime there is no ability to 

Spot – alert times need to be 

accurate

https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/
https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/


Apps – iOS and 
Android



Facebook



Websites - Alerts



Websites - Spots



Awards - Activators



Awards - Activators



Awards - Activators



Awards - Chaser



Awards - Chaser



Awards – S2S





On the Air 

https://ontheair.nz/



On the Air 

https://ontheair.nz/



Alerts and Spots



My Logs – Add Log



My Logs - Tab



My Logs - Tab



Websites
Websites

• https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/

• https://sota-shop.co.uk/

• https://www.sotabeams.co.uk/

• https://sotl.as/map (SOTA Atlas)

• https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/en/

• https://ontheair.nz (email alerts/spots)

• http://www.sota.org.uk

• http://zl-sota.org (go on mail list)

• https://www.nzart.org.nz/activities/sota

Facebook

• Parks on the air POTA 

• (sota) Summits on the air

• ZL SOTA and other /P

https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/
https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/
https://sota-shop.co.uk/
https://www.sotabeams.co.uk/
https://sotl.as/map
https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/en/
https://ontheair.nz/
http://www.sota.org.uk/
http://zl-sota.org/
https://www.nzart.org.nz/activities/sota
https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/


Frequencies



What’s Next?
Saturday Get together

• Equipment – Radio’s, Antennas, Battery Systems, 

• Rules

• Computer Applications

• Practical Activation (1 Lake and 1 Park)

Further Possibilities

• Building your own antenna 

• SOTA Activation



The Rules

1 - Contacts and awards belong to the operator, not the callsign. So if you have held multiple personal callsigns, 

then all resulting contacts are combined (see additional callsigns in your profile to set this up - coming soon!). The 

Exception is for club calls or shared special-event calls. Contacts made using non-personal callsigns count 

towards the total for that club or event, not to your personal tally

2 - A single contact either from or to a station operating from or adjacent to (within 100m of, or at the camping area 

of) a backcountry hut is all it takes to 'bag' that hut and add it to your tally.

3 - A single contact either from or to a conservation area is all it takes to 'bag' that park and add it to your tally.

4 - A single contact either from (i.e. on the ground on, within the inter-tidal zone of, or on a craft tied to a mooring, 

wharf, jetty, or anchorage adjacent to) the island. For islands linked to the mainland at low tide, the island's 

intertidal zone can be considered to start at the half-way point between the mainland and island high-tide mark.

5 - Two contacts from within 500m of a lake is all it takes to 'bag' that lake and add it to your tally. Chasers require 

just one contact.

6 - You will receive activator points for activating a location once per UTC calendar year. Reactiviating it within the 

year is a valid activation but will not add to your points.

7 - You will receive chaser points for chasing a location once per UTC calendar day. Contacting another operator 

at the same location on the same day is a valid contact, but will not add to your chaser points.



The Rules – continued

8 - The first person to bag a hut, park or island gets bragging rights for having activated that location.

9 - Log your contact to/from a hut, park or island recording (at minimum): time, date, frequency, mode, both callsigns, 

location of each activating party, and both signal reports.

10 -The competition is open-ended and has no closing date.

11 - Historic (pre 2020) contacts can be included

12 - Huts must be either DOC or club huts or off-grid, back country private huts to qualify.

13 - Islands and Lakes must be in the NZ Geographic Placenames Database from LINZ to qualify.

14 - Parks must either be in the Protected Areas database from LINZ (DOC, local council parks) or listed as regional 

parks by a regional council.

15 - Parks under 10ha are excluded from the contest

16 - Parks that are 'Marginal strips' (aka Queen's chain riverbank reserves) and 'Local Purpose Reserves' (such as 

gravel pits, community halls, etc) are excluded from the contest

17 - QRP or QRO - all welcome. It's your call how much radio gear you wish to lug into the backcountry!



NZART Conference 
Main Program - Saturday



NZART Conference 
Main Program - Sunday



NZART Conference 
Alternative Program

Saturday morning –

• Morning tea at venue then visit the Herb Farm

• Lunch will be at the attached café.

In the afternoon

• Visit the Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Spirit –
beautiful stained glass and interior.  

• Then to the Victoria Esplanade Gardens -Central 
Energy Trust Wildbase Recovery centre,

• Peter Black Conservatory (hot house garden), 
aviaries, 2.2 km miniature railway you might like to 
ride, and afternoon tea at the cafe.

Sunday Morning 

• Morning tea at the conference venue

• Visit to the Te Manawa Museum with an optional 
visit to the Rugby Museum next door.

• Head to Foxton, a small Dutch community, where 
we will visit to the quilting shop, have a tour of the 
Flax Stripping Museum, visit the de Molen working 
windmill 

• Options to visit the museum and art gallery 
detailing early Foxton.  

• We will have lunch at Foxton and afternoon tea at 
Foxton Beach.



NZART Conference

• Application by 19 May 
after that date late fee 
of $50

• Full Program - $250

• Full Alternative Program - $250

• AGM – Free

• Saturday Program - $60 (daytime meals 
included)

• Sunday Program - $60 (daytime meals 
included)

• Saturday Dinner - $65

• Sunday Dinner - $65
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